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Over the next 20 years changes in Wisconsin population demographics will significantly affect health care
access. Wisconsin’s population growth rate is below the national average. The percentage of Wisconsin’s
population over the age of 65 is higher than the national average. Over the 2010 — 2030 period U. S. Bureau
of Census projects the U. S. population to grow at an annual rate of 0.932% as compared to Wisconsin’s
projected annual growth of 0.55%. By the year 2030, the U. S. Bureau of Census projects that 19.3 % of the
U. S. population will be over the age of 65. The projection for Wisconsin is 20.8%. Table | shows Wisconsin’s
projection by age group. The fastest growing population segment of Wisconsin is the 65 and older group.

Available data indicates that the demand for health care services increases with age. Figure | shows the
average number of visits per year to doctors offices by age group. The 15 - 24 age group have the lowest
visits per year while the group over 75 have the highest.

——sing data from Figure |, projections_of the annual number of visits to offices of Wisconsin’s docters can be

made. This is shown in Table Il. The age group over 65 has the highest growth rate in visits to doctors.

Figure Il shows that in the year 2010, the age group 65 and older accounted for 13.3% of Wisconsin's
population and 27.4% of visits to offices of doctors. By the year 2030, this age group will account for 20.8%
of the population and 39.5% of visits to doctors.

The high growth rate for health care services for the 65 and older age group raises the guestion are we
training enough health care specialist to meet the future demand? Wisconsin has two medical schools, U.
W. Madison and Medical College of Wisconsin. Since the 1993 — 94 academic year the fall enroliment of
these two institutions has grown at an average annual rate of 1.1%. Enroliment of Medical College of
Wisconsin has been flat, while enroliment at U. W. Madison has increased at an annual rate of 2 5%. The
fall enroliment of these two schools is shown in Figure lil.

Enrollment of nursing students at U. W. Milwaukee and U. W. Madison has grown at an average rate of
0.74% since the 1993 — 94 academic year. While Madison has a smaller enroliment than Milwaukee, it has
grown at a faster rate. The fall enroliment of these two schools is shown in Figure IV.

Enroliment data for Wisconsin pharmacy students is only available for U. W. Madison. Since the 1993 - 94

academic year, enrollment has grown at an annual rate of 1.7%. Figure V shows the growth in pharmacy
students.

It can be concluded that the increase in the number of health care specialists is not sufficient to meet the

growing demand for health care by the 65 and older age group. To meet this demand Wisconsin must
expand its health care teaching facilities.
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